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Dear Parents/Falll i I ies of Residential Students: 

We have just recently enjoyed a memorable combined Parent/Family Day and Homccoming Wcckcnd, 
passed the mid-term period, and are headed toward Thanksgiving Brcak, which will bc followcd sholtly 
thereafter by the end of the Fall 20 I0 semester l J hope it has been an exciting tillle for your student and that 
amidst the normal challenges and disappointments; he/she is experiencing a truly engaging and supportive 
faculty and staff and finding lots of success. 

I am writing to you now about onc aspect of social life for students at Southern, an area oj' increasing concern, 
and to seek your assistancc. I am referring to the high-risk use oj' alcohol, the incrcasing rolc it plays in somc 
student's lives, the Illarketing and promotional practices which Icad thousands from SCSU and othcr collcgcs 
and from nearby cities and tOWl1S into the streets of downtown New I-Iaven late into the night and early 
morning hours, and the potential effect all this has on the university community and your son/daughtcr into 
the future . It is Illy hope that you will engage your son or daughter ill' discussion about how hc/she has bccn 
avoiding bcing "caught up" in this, and the ways in which positive, healthy choices can bc made in thcir lives. 

I have recently writtcn to all residential studcnts (a copy of my lettcr to studcnts can bc found at 
btll2:/j_Y\!.\Y\Y : ?Q~IJJ)~I:ll<;J:~(tll!.'~(Jllli5>j()ll?/m~1·"::11L~hul1ilj~~!.?~11~tyl~tt~!:! u r gin g t h c m to t h ink a bout t h c i rhea It h 
and safety in all of thcir choices. We have found that thc usc of" drugs and alcohol at collegc is not much 
difTcrcnt than whcn they wcre in high school. Thc first usc ofsubstanccs typically begins much earlicr than 
thc collcgiatc years, but the frcqucncy and intensity during collcgc sometimes incrcascs. Wc scc this, in spitc 
orour vigorous cfforts in alcohol and drug use prcvention and cducation prograllls. We have rcminded our 
studcnts of what they already know, of what you and othcrs have taught them about thc dcstructivc c1Tects or 
high-risk use of alcohol: alcohol poisoning leading to permancnt physiological damagc; lowercd acadcmic 
pcrformance; strained friendships and fractured family rclationships; higher rates of vandalism ; thc potcntial 
tor criminal behaviors involving weapons, physical violcnce and sexual assault; ancimost sadly, dcath. In 
short, "ve know that high-risk alcohol use poscs a serious threat to your children and our studcntsand to thc 
wcll-being of the cOllllllunities within which they live. Yet, cvcn as they k.now all ofthcse facts, thcy 
encountcr great social pressure and they don't always behavc in a way which renccts what thcy actually 
know. 

I want you to know that onc of thc hcalth and safcty-oriented policy changes wc madc at thc bcginning of thc 
ycar to address this -- toughcr enforcemcnt through the issuancc of infraction citations for alcohol 
consumption by any underagc individual -- SCCIllS to bc having a modcst positive effcc!. Thc numbcr of 
studcnts who have requircd a medical transport by ambulance from the campus for dctoxification is about 
half of what it was last year at this time; that's good. But the informal rcports coming from studcnt and 
profcssional staff, from the City of New I-Iavcn, and University Police, set thc stage for a different story, a 
Icss positivc story. 

While Thursday has been the "traditional" College Night for mostNcw I-Iaven downtown clubs, we are 
sceing increascd marketing for Tuesday, Wcdnesday, Friday and Saturday nights, as wcll. "Prc-gaming" 
before going-out or a night of social fun is common. Advisable limits on amounts of alcohol to consuillc em:! 
frcquently surpasscd even before cntering the downtown bar. Undcrage consumption is frequcnt. Pre­
purchased identification wrist-bands, without agc verification , arc sold by our students who arc employcd by 
local establishments ane! promoters. They are sold selectively and at lower prices to undcragc womcn and 
rarcly sold to underage men. Heavily marketed in sexist ways to womcn, the stcigc is set: thc mcn will 
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come and will pay whatever the 

overcrowded fire code occupancy limits arc regu which is a rccipe for unlhinkrdJlc 

d the loss talented young '5 Southern student' lives, 

When more than I individuals - in varying or begin to rill CllClpel, Church 

and Temple Streets closing hours at 2:00 a,m" the risks to personal safety escalate, The highly-

publicized instances this fall which involved l11uggings and I'Obbcries, physical assault; arrcsts, and two 

Illurders provide more than enough evidence: partying in New Haven in the early 
is extremely 

in consort with all other en units luding the Control 

Comm Health and rire Departments are 'vvorking on all rronts to cnf'ol'cc 

applicable but the magnitude of the crowds on seems almost overwhelm 
Stretched to their limits and raids arrests 

and distract iOllS fl'ol11 their academ ie 

I consequences for some oflheir desired 
careers, for cer[ification and/or I 
or 

The expectation that New Il<wen Police will be able 10 protect in this ellVironment is ullI"calislic, 

We have advised that students themselves accept sOllle of the li!y for their own safcty: If they go 
downtown al all, we advise: conSLlllle alcohol only if of legal agc of21, travcl (md stay with I'riellcis, considcr 

eli 111 inating or Ii 111 iIi ng pre-gam i ng, mon itor intake per hour on age and weight and 01 hcr f11ctOl'S 
alTecting low-risk alcohol use, never let a friend out of on drinking dlll'lng the even 

Lhere is no reason to with everyone, eonsidcr not in the bars/clubs lor "last call", plan to 
I :()O a.m. with your avoid the mob scene II1 the street, usc RIDES--il 

home. 

and wei III 

are ities now Hvailablc 

campus organizat that as you initiate conversations with your son or daughter about 

these concerns, you will cncoUl'agc thcm 10 consicler alternative activities, They III ight partiei 
in any of the activities over 100 student clubs and organ contribute (0 our eommuni!y by 

in eOllllllunity service attend athletic competitions or hooked on intraillurais and club sports, l'hey 

should avoid excessive alcohol cOllsumption and il'they arc under 21, avoid drinking altogether. As <lIways 
they C(ln su their andlor seek confidential help themselves from university resourccs sllch as the 

Counseling Center, at 13 219 lemall Hall, 203-392- 5~75, or 
from our reel) at Room I, Schw~1I1z lIa II, 
203-392-5087. 

Here at we wanl to do ing to encourage student life and aeadcmic 
success. With your with your mitiatioll of conversations \vith your student in the ncar !'uture 

about these and other him/her at col will continue to do our very best to ensure Ihat all 
and hea campus environment. 
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Ronald D. Herroll, Ed D, 

Vice President for Student and University Affairs 
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